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EXCURSION, N° XXVL.

To Dismiey,. and HaTncry.

DISHLETY-GRANGE

belongs to Sir William Gordon, and is inhabitéd by Mr. Bakewell.
It was a granary to the Abbey of Gerondon ; the great barn is {hllf
remaining, and is the largeft 1 have ever feen; it is in length 48
yards, and in breadth 15, by ftepping; and the roof is fupposted by
large timber, like the roof of Leicelter cafile.

The little church, which ftands near Mr. Bakewell's, has a low
tower, and one aile, in which fervice is performed ouly once a
month, The little hamlet of Thorp near, is a member of'it, and
Sir William, I believe, is the impropriator; but the living of Ha-
therne being in Sir William’s gift, it is conditioned to be ferved by
the incumbent of that place. Near the altar, if it may be fo called,.
Robert Bakewell is remembered, who died in 1773, aged $8.
Another Robert Bakewell died in 1716, aged %3 ; and a Benjamin-
Clarke, gent. died i 1507,

Mr. Bakewell does the county honour, and deferves particular no-
tice in thefe pages. It is not in my power, however, to do his cha-
raler that juftice his great exertions and abilities require.. I will
therefore jult notice the things which paffed before me on my
vifit to this place ; and fuffer thofe who are judges, and have written-

on the fubjets of the management of live ftock, farming and graz-
ing, to {peak more {cientifically.



‘The firft thing that ftruck me here was the polite reception a
ftranger mects with from Mr. Bakewell’s dependents (he unluckily
was not at home). We were (hewn the differcat apartments in the
farm, the grounds, and the ftock; and every thing explained to
meet our withes with eafe and addrefs.  Even the menial fervants,
who are bufied in the farm. perform their fervices in fomething like
-a mechanical method 5 they are put in action by fuperior powers,
and move with regularity and order.

We were firft thewn the fine theep, in number about 20, under a
«elean fhed in the grounds; it was in June. A fervant, who is
within the barn where they are placed to be (hewn feparately, hands
them from the barn door, one at a time, to another fervant within,
who feems exceedingly expert at (hewing to advantage: he has the
-adroitnefs of a good horfe-desler, but much lefs of his vanity. 1
fat contentedly upon a bench making a few remarks, while my
friends, fome very refpe@table graziers, were engaged in handling
the fheep where quality was or fhould have been. Although I had
no concern in the examination, I could difcover alertnefs and fkill
i the fervant; and before all was fhewn, I began to fancy 1 knew
fomething of the matter 3 but T had prudence enough not to expofe
mylelf by an attempt at handling. I could but admire, with fome
degree of aftonithment, the amazing breadth of fome of their backs,
the fmalluefs of their heads, and lightnefs of their bones. They
are kept as clean as a race-horfe, and I fmiled when I was told that
‘they, like thofe fleet animals, wore at times body cloaths. The
three laft fhewn, I was told (not by Mr. Bakewell’s people), were
likely to make, this feafon, by their gets, 3coo guineas.

Mr. Bakewell, I find, refpects the company of men of judgement,
and is himfelf happy in fhewing his great improvements on his
farm. He is frequently vifited by the firft charafters in the king-
dom, and affuredly his management and improvements here are
deferving the notice of even common obfervers, I was pleafed,
on leaving the fhed, to be fhewn the long-famed old cow,



which flood like a venerable ruin on props of magnificent archi
teCture, bulging fine limbs, enfeebled with old age. I will not at-
tempt to delcribe what {he has been ; only in genéral terms obferve,
that fhe is now 25 years old, and has been efteemed, by judges, one
of the fineflt animals of that fpecies ever bred, She now lives in an
afylum ; a mecadow full of keep, fet apart to footh her paffage to
the earth, for in the flaughter-houle fhe is not to make her exit,
She eats but little, and yet retains upon her back, which is now a
yard over, broad cuthions of fat. She feldom moves : {he ftood like a
ftatue while I went round her, upon legs bowed at the joint like
thofe-of a decrepit old man in the laft ftage of his exiltence,

On our return towards Mr. Bakewell’s houfe we were fhewn the
meadows, one of which had been watered by the little navigable
cuts made in his grounds. (I call them navigable, for his turnips,
in winter, are carried along thefe little {treams from one ground to
another,) It was a dry tume, and the dilference in the appearance
of two pieces which adjoined each other, one watered and the
other not, was aftonithing ; that which had been watered had pro-
duczd two crops of hay that fealon, and the other was in a ftate of
barrennefs,

In the flaughter-houfe we were (hewn one of the finelt fheep that
was ¢ver bred from Mr, Bakewell's ftock, It 15 preferved 1o falt,
and  bhangs up by another elicemed valuable (heep, of a dif-
ferent county brded, We were told that they were fud together on
food of the fame quality, and quantity if they chofe it; but the
difference 1s amazing; one bhad a capicious ftomach, &c. which
might contain the entrails of a large Lincolufbire flecp, the other
{fcarcely thofe of a common lamb. Oune had a neck as long us a
hornad fheep; and the other’s head, feemed without neck, (tuck in
its (houlders.  In thoit the difference ftrack me sreatly 3 and 1o Jdid
the condult of the perfon pleafe me who attended us: upon his be-
ing afked by one of the company what county bLreed the other (heep
was ofy he modeftly requefted to be excufed from replying.



We were fhewn alfo Mr. Bakewell's famous bull; but it was an
animal that I rather chofe to fee at a diftance than at hand. I con-
fequently did not touch his fine carcafe, nor thought thofe fafe
who did.

I feel a ftrong impulfe to give fomething here from Mr. Marfhall's
Rural Economy of the Midland Counties; he having honoured
Leicefterthire with fome peculiar marks of diftinftion. And as ]
confider Difhley the feat of that empire and fource which has given
vigour to improvement in the management of live ftock and agri-
culture in various parts of the kingdom, but more efpecially in this
county, it may not be improper.

Mr, Marthall calls the midland diftri&, of which Leicefter-
fhire is the moft confiderable part, a fertile tralt of country, He
fays, fet ** The rocky points of the foreft hills apart, the county
contains no barren furface 3 it has not, perhaps, one acre worth lefs
than gs. and but few lefs than ios. an acre.  The entire county is
not at the prefent rental value of lands worth much lefs, on a par, .
than 1gs. to 20s. an acre: an eftimate which I believe no cther
county will bear, Rutlandihire excepted.”

In page 192, on Sod-araiming, he fpeaks thus handfomely on a
gentleman at Ibftock. ¢ Mr. Paget, a fuperior manager of the
higheft clafs of yeomanry, made himlelf mafter of the art, taught
it to his labourers, pracied it on an extenfive fcale upon his own
eftate, and has fent voung men of his inflruling into various dif-
tricts as fod-diainers. How fortunate (fays he) for rural affairs,’
when genius becomes aflifted by feience and felf-prallice! What
may not be expelted from proteffional men of this detcription !”

In page 284 he fays, Mr. Bakewell or Difhley ftands firft in this
quarter of the kingdom, as an improver of grafs land by watering.
The great ftioke of management, in this department of Mr, Bake-
well's pradtice, which maks his genius in ftrong charaéters, is that
of diverting to his purpofe a rivulet or fmall brook, whofe natural
channel fkirts the farthelt boundary of his farm; falling, with a



cenfiderable defcent, down a nvarrow valley 3 in which its utility,
as a fource of improvement to land, was confined,

¢ This rivulet is therefore turned at the highelt place that could
be commanded, and carried in the canal manner round the point of
a fwell, which lies between its natural bed and the farmery ; by
the execution of this admirable theught, not ouly commanding the
fkirts of the hill as a fite of improvement by watening; but fup-
plying, by this artificial brock, the houfe and farm offices with
water; filling from it a drinking-pool for horfes and cattle, and
othér purpofes.”  Mr. Mar(hall tells us, that Mr. Bakewell once had
it in contemplation to make a flat-bottomed boat to navigate his
turnips from the field to the cattle-fheds ; ¢ but, finding it not eally
praéticable, his great mind firuck our, or rather caught the beauti-
fully fimple idea of launching the turnips themfclves into the water,
and letting them float with the current!  Mr. Bukewell is, in truth,
a mafter in the arts, and Difhley, at prefent, a {chool in which it
might be {tudied with fingular advantage.

¢t Mr. Paget, of Ibftock, is alfo a proficient in the fcience and art
of watering grals lands on the the modern principle,  He cuts a cons
{fiderable quantity of hay, annually, from lands which hive received
no other manure than water during the lalt forty years. A flriking
inftance thig, that water is not merely a ftimulus or force, as fome
men conceive it to be; but communicates fome allual nutriment to
the herbage.” He mentions alfo Mr. Moore of Appleby, and M
Wilks of Mectham, as having made fuccefsful trials of this me-
thod of watering grafs-lands.

Speaking of live ftock (page 294), he fays, ¢ The breed of horles
in the midland diftriét is allowed to be on the decline.  Its brecd of
cattle is probably at its height; and its fheep at prefent are fo near
perfe€tion, that it is not probable they fhould receive much improve-
ment, Befide, the grand luminary of the art has patled the me-
ridian, and, though at prefent in full fplendor, is verging toward
the horizon,"



Speaking of horfes in the midland diftrict, Mr. Marfhall remarks
that, * The handfomeft horfe 1 have f{ien of this breed (the Lei-
cefterthire black cart horfe®, and, perhaps, the moft piturable
horfe of this kind ever bred in the ifland, was a ftallion of Mr,
Bakewell, named K. He was, in reality, the fancied war-horfe of
the German painters ; who, in the Juxuriance of imagination, never
perhaps excelled the natural grandeur of this horfe. A man of mo-
derate fize lcemed to fhrink wnder his fore-end, which rofe fo per-
feQly upright, that his ears ftood (as Mr. Bakewell fays every horfe’s
ears ought to f{tand!) perpendicularly over his fore feet, It may be
faid, with little latitude, that in grandeur and {ymmetry of form,
viewed as a pifturable objeft, he exceceded as far the horfe which
this fuperior breeder had the honour of fhewing to his Majefly, and
which was afterwards fhewn publickly fome months in Londen,
as that horfe does the meanelt of the breed, Nor was his form de-
fictent in utility. He died, I think, in 1785, at the age of 1o
vears,”

Mr. Marfhall pays Mr. Bakewell fome high compliments as a
breeder of horned cattle and fheep ; and enumerates the following
refpeCtable ram-breeders as leading men in the midland difti&, fa-
vourers of the new Lefcgfferfbire or Difbley breed,

Mr. Stubbins of Holmj; Mr. Paget of lbltock ; Nr. Breedon of
Ruddington ; Mr. Stone of Quarndon ; Mr. [Walker of Woolithorp ;
Mr. Bettifon of Holme 5 Mr, IF7bite of Hoton; Mr, Knowles of Naile-
fton 3 Mr. Devered of Clapton ; Mr. Princefs of Croxall; Mr. Burgef
of Hugglefcott 3 Mr, Green of Normanton ; Mr, Rebinfon near Wel-
fordy Mi. Aeer of Thorp; Mr. :@fﬁg of Oddefton; Mr. Henten of
Hoby. * Had the Difhley fheep,” fays Mr, Marthall, * twenty
years ago, been judicioufly diftributed over the diftri&, and had
been on all occalions permitted to [peak for themfelues, it appears to
me probable, that there would fcarcely have been a fheep of any
ather breed left in the midland diftriét."



Mr. Bakewell, T apprehend, is not in the habits of being pleafed
with trifling compliments 3 but this 15 an opinion which a great
man may receive with fome degree of pride.

«« Mr., Bakewell, we are iniormed, has attually let a Ram to
three farmers for the purpole of covering Soo ewes for 1800 guineas,
a fat almoft incredible.” Leicefier Journal, 1790.

4 This village did ansiantly beleng to the monaftery of Gerendon adjoining to it ; and
after the diffclution of the monailery it was granted by King Henry VIIL to Thomas
carl of Rucland, whefe heir now enjoys the fame.

o % Eeclefize de Dizley patronus abhas Leie®: ]‘Jtrrﬁﬁﬂ Ricardus inftitutus per Hugonem
oune epifcopum Liocoln ; folvens difto abbati dimid, mercam ab antiquo, Et percipit
ccclefiz de Pixley guas marcas de domo sle Gerendon, pro quibufdam decimis ab an-

ticua, Burtow.
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lordfhip is divided property. Sir William Gordon is a principal pro-
prictor, and lord of the manor.

The village ftands partly on the turnpike road to Derby, It con-
tains 180 dwellings. Iere remains an old crofs in an open place
near the church.. On the wall of a houfe in this place, occupied, I
think, by a Mr. H. Allenbrow, is a vine, which extends itfelf from
the trunk one way 14 yards; and the ether way it would have ex-
tended equally as far if it had not been cut. It firuck me asa
curiofity.
 The church has a tower fteeple, with five bells, a nave, and two
fide ailes, with a fpacious chancel. Au alabafter fione near the pul-
pit has figures of a man and woman on it; the infcription is partly
covered with a feat. Matthew Trigge, refor, died in 1691, Na-
thanicl Palmer, Gent. died in 16g1, aged 27. Helmefly Morrifon
died in 1780, aged 24. Andrew Glen, retor, died in 1732, aged 65



The Reverend Mr. Middleton died in 1765. Here are, befides that men-
tioned by Burton of Ralph Mar(hall and Elizabeth his wife, many
old broken ftones. In the church-yard Nicholas Low has a tomb
to his memory ; he died in 1761, aged 70. It fays, ** In him was
loft by a fudden ftroke a peaccable neighbour, and a tender, in-
dulgent hufband.”

This regifter I did not fee. I can affure the reader that T have
been, fome time fince, tired of the tatk of feeking for regifters.
Some of them, I can alfo affure him, when found, are not worth
the trouble and pains they required. Some of them are kept by the
relpeékive clesgy, fome by the parith clerks, fome by church-
wardens, fome by the principal man in the village, fome at a vil-
lage a diftance off, and fome no one knows where. Some are kept
according to the late a&t of parliament ; fome by an old method, and
fome tew by no method at all.

¢ In the fixth of Edward L. Robert Fitz Allan, and William Naunce!l held lands here of
the honour of Winchefter, whofe heirs, in the 24th of Henry VL. enjoyed the fame. In
the zoth of Edward 1II, John de Segrave, John Nauncell, Robert Delhay, John Hotoft,.
‘Thomas de Thorpe, Thomas de Shualton, and the Abbeot of Gerendon, held lands here of
the honour of Winchefter. 1In the aoth of Richard 11, John lord Beaumont was feifed of
lands belonging to this manor.

% Fecleliz de Hatherne patronus Abbas Leiceftr, perfona Ricus ioflitutus per Hug.
oune epifcopum Liae, {olvens difto Abbati 3 marcas & unam petram cere ab antiquo.”
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