





to give weekly lectures and would think nothing of walking through the night to reach the
venue and back home agamn for distances of 40 miles

In 1835 he organtsed a collection for those who suffered on account of the problems in
the hosiery trade  He and hus relative Ambrose provided impovenshed workers with
allotments large enough to feed their famihies. He also established soup kitchens
There 15 at least one example of his kindness 1n helping the destitute where a starving
voung woman walked as far as the Anchor Inn and collapsed He saw to 1t that she was
taken in by a villager and looked after til she subsequently died

He worked closely wath the focal physician, Dr Peach. and leamed from him how to care
for the sick.  He was tireless in his medical administrations. [n 1846 he cared for 290
people with smallpox, measies and "low fever’, and all but 17 survived  As he aged. so
he became disabled and crawled on his hands and knees in order to climb the stairs to the
sick rooms of the poor who were unable to atford the doctor

Despite his strong ettorts to encourage temperance, he was renowned for his sense of
humour and was a keen advocate of sports He was instrumental 1n the provision of a
sponts field for the village  He 1s quoted as having said to his sons 1 aliow you one
game of cricket per day until vour examinations, and after that as many games as vou
think will not damage your advancement ™

Many people ascnibe to him the phrase “Wicked Hathern

Before he armived in the village there had been trouble from certain groups of belligerent
males. There were regular fights in the churchyard and onlookers yelled encouragement
Dunng church services it was common for the congregation to pelt cach other across the
aisles with prayer-books On one occasion during a wedding, those present became even
more rowdy than usual. and objects were thrown about with great abandon  The couple
at the altar were narrowly missed by a heavy missile and Rev. Phillipps stopped the
service Only after the churchwardens had ousted the congregation did he continue with
the ceremony behind locked doors The mob outstde hooted and velled through the
windows.

He descnibed Hathern as a “barbarous place™ and “a cage of every unclean beast™

He was a much-loved and great man and was mourned by all at his death during Wakes
Week, on 12th. Julv 1859

He was buried near to his memonal set into the exterior of the north side of the church,
and lies with his wafe Elizabeth who died on 28 th Apnl 1861 aged 69. and three of their
children, Edward Thomas ( died 22-7-1838 aged 22). Fredenck (died 23-3-1831 aged
14) and Emma Sophia (died 8-5-1849 aged 25}

Potter said of him “The Church had no better pastor and the Bible Society no better
friend.... of huim those that loved lim may truly say

“That life 1s all the sweeter that he hived,

and death is all the brnighter that he died ™ *



AMBROSE MARCH PHILLIPPS was baptised 1n Hathern Church 1n 1809
He was founder of Mount St. Bernard's Abbey.

EDWARD SMYTHIES was curate 10 E TM Phillipps and his son-in-law  He became
Rector in 1859 and restored the church in 1861-2  He built the transept chapel in
memory of Edward

JOSEPH GLEN LAWRANCE was Rector from 18911923 George Webster can
remember him and the following rectors to date

His mckname was “Jodv and was always seen in a black cloak  Whenever he saw a poor
child 1n the village streets he would stop to speak and often pulled a silver coin from his
pocket to give to the child

George used 1o deliver milk from house to house from two gallon buckets  He had to
walk down the steps behind the rectory where Mrs Lawrance would hold out her
alumimium measuring bowl and watch carefully while George filled 1t

ARTHUR JESSE ISON wrote a booklet “A Few Notes On The Historv Of Hathern’
wile he was Rector from 1932-1931. He was also a history master at Loughborough
Grammar School  He was said to be a very pleasant man and always took part in village
hte, including char-a-banc trips to Skegness

DOUGILAS HOOLE is remembered as a tall man

ROBERT DOBLE died tragically in 1961 He and his wife took their yellow Labrador
dog on an outing to Hunstanton. The dog got into difficulties in the water and the Rev
Doble tned to save im  His wife then went nto the water too but thev both drowned
The dog managed to scramble to safety and survived

George remembers only ever seeing him in sandals, whatever the season or weather He
used 10 mow the Rectory lawns after the 11 o clock service on a Sunday. When
cnticised, he would say that Saturday was the true Sabbath Sav in days gone by

He was noted for interest in astronomy and 7 or 8 students at a time lodging in the rooms
in the Rectory. The numbers on the bedroom doors survived until the sale of the Rectory
n 1998,

CYRIL ROBERT BULL was in the Mansfield hosierv business before becoming
ordamed.

FREDERICK CHARLES JOHN CRAVEN
served as Rector for 4 vears until 1973 He was quite elderly and suffered 11l health after
some vouths broke into the Rectory and knocked him unconsctous

LEONARD ARTHUR DUTTON occasionally comes 1o visit with his wife Meg







