& HERBERT WIDDOWSON. Died 07/04/1917 aged 30

Born in Loughborough. Herbert was
the son of Walter Widdowson from
Hathern and Emma from Sutton
Bonnington. By 1901 the Widdowsons
had moved from their home in Paget
Street Loughborough to Narrow Lane
Hathern. Next door was Herbert's
widowed grandmother Sarah.

Work and marriage. By 1911, he had
moved to live with his uncle Wilfred in
South Leverton, Notts. This is the
country house where they both worked
as joiner and wheelwright He married

o Maude Nixon at Southwell in Spring
The Easter uprising. Already a 1914.

Territorial, Herbert was immediately
called up when war broke out. He
joined the Sherwood Foresters.
However on the brass tablet in the
Church it states he was with the 5th
Dorsets. The Foresters trained at
Newark before serving in Ireland in
1916.

Thorsby Hall, near Budby, Notts.

Killed in France. His battalion reached
France on Feb. 23rd, 1917 and had its
first taste of trench warfare at Le
Verguier. Herbert, just promoted to
Sergeant, was killed in an attack there
on April 7th, 1917.

Regimental diary. “After the attack, parties were sent out to collect our dead ; no less than
37 bodies of the 2/8th men were found close to the German wire where they had been Kkill¢
In an endeavour to force a way through. Two very nice crosses were made and placed ove
the graves giving the names of those who were resting there.”

Thiepval Memorial, Somme, where
Herbert is remembered. He is also on the
Budby Memoirial.



